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Guest Recital 
 
 
 
Mike Block, cello 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 
9:30 p.m. 
Harper Hall 
 
 
  
Ricercar No. 1 Domenico Gabrielli 
 
My Heart Goes Mike Block 
 
Can’t You Hear Me Calling Bill Monroe 
 
Courante from Cello Suite No. 3, BWV 1009 Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Raghupati Raga Raja Ram/Where the Soul Never Dies D.V. Paluskar/Hank Williams 
 
Sea of Love Block 
 
Slow Day Set 
 Slow Day at the Café Block 
 Sweet Tea on the Porch Block 
 Julianne Johnson trad. 
 
Never Again Block 
 
The Chicken Block 
 
Gone Tomorrow Block 
 
Cornelia  Block 
 
Partita for Solo Cello, op. 31 Ahmed Adnan Saygun 
 IV. Allegretto 
 
It’s Time to Dance Block 
 
Sarabande from Cello Suite No. 1, BWV 1007 Bach 
  
PERFORMER BIO 
 Mike Block is a pioneering multi-style cellist, singer, composer, and 
educator, hailed by Yo-Yo Ma as the "ideal musician of the 21st-Century", 
and acclaimed by the NY Times for his "vital rich-hued solo playing". 
While still studying at the Juilliard School, Mike joined Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk 
Road Ensemble, with which he has toured extensively throughout the 
world, and won a 2017 Grammy Award for Best World Music Album. 
Mike is also an active recording artist of original material, folk music, 
cross-cultural collaborations, and he has an ongoing project to record all 
of the Bach cello suites in acoustically glorious bathrooms of famous 
concert halls, via BachInTheBathroom.com. As one of the first wave of 
cellists to adopt a strap in order to stand and move while playing, Mike 
was the first standing cellist to perform at Carnegie Hall, using a cello 
strap of his own design, called the Block Strap, a performance which the 
NY Times called "Breathless ... Half dance, half dare."  
 As a music educator, Mike is passionate about emphasizing creativity 
and collaboration, leading to the founding of the Mike Block String Camp 
in 2010. MBSC provides players of all backgrounds the opportunity to 
learn from a world-class faculty in a variety of styles, and supports the 
exploration and development of the artistic voice of each student. Mike is 
also the founding Director of the Silkroad Global Musician Workshop, 
bringing together musicians from around the globe, and he created the 
online Multi-Style Cello School at ArtistWorks.com, with an extensive 
library of instructional videos. In 2012, Mike was appointed Associate 
Professor at the Berklee College of Music. Mike lives in Boston with his 
wife, fiddler Hanneke Cassel. 
